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Introduction 

At Chinese University of Hong Kong, all training and health requirements must be completed before 

an individual may work with animals. Personnel may be listed on a protocol, however must be cleared 

to train or work with animals, only when the necessary requirements for each person are complete.  

AEEC Protocol Personnel Requirements 

New personnel can be added to an approved AEEC protocol via form PA. The AEEC Secretariat 

verifies the status of the following basic requirements for listed personnel: 

a. Valid Animal License  

b. Mandatory Animal Ethics Training 

c. Species-specific training 

d. Survival Surgery Training, as applicable 

The AEEC may, at its discretion, requiring additional training for any personnel prior to approving 

that individual to work on a protocol. 

Addition of personnel to the AEEC protocol 

Protocol personnel must be added to each active protocol on which he or she will work. All personnel 

must review and understand the approved protocol and subsequent amendments. The Principal 

Investigator is responsible for ensuring that all protocol personnel are familiar with the experiments 

and are adequately trained in all animal activities associated with the protocol. Personnel updates are 

handled administratively via Form PA by the AEEC secretariat under Amendment SOP. 

Valid Animal License – All personnel who will be performing animal experiments must be 

appropriately licensed according to relevant sections of Cap. 340. The Secretariat will verify the 

description of procedures and experiment locations on the form 2. Animal license must be valid at the 

time of animal experimentation. 

Mandatory Animal Ethics Training– the University provides an online mandatory quiz and 

certificate through The Office of Knowledge Transfer. The Animal Ethics module covers introduction 

to local regulations, CUHK policies and ethical considerations. All personnel listed on the protocol, 

including PI must complete this basic training at least once every 5 years. 

Species-specific training- the University subscribes to American Association for Laboratory Animal 

Science (AALAS) Learning Library. The AEEC adopted the AALAS specie-specific courses and 

researchers are required to complete the specie training as listed on their AEEC protocol. Training 

must be renewed every 3 years. 

Rodent survival surgery training- all personnel who will participate in rodent survival surgery must 

complete training prior to performance of surgery. Training must be renewed every 3 years. 

https://aeec.cuhk.edu.hk/uploads/1/3/8/0/138048846/amendmentsop.pdf
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Teaching activities involving students handling animals 

Teaching activities involving live animals and students performing animal handling must be reviewed 

and approved by the AEEC prior to the activity. Instructors must be included as protocol personnel 

and must complete the required training above. In addition to the Animal License, a teaching permit 

(form 4) with list of participants must be provided under requirement of Cap. 340 section 9. 

Instructors are responsible for providing sufficient training, and inform the students of any risks 

(Allergies, animal scratch and bites) involved in the activity. 

Students registered and participating in the teaching activity are not expected to be listed as protocol 

personnel nor complete the training above (see exception below).  

For protocol-specific training, students are required to be listed on the protocol and must also obtain 

endorsement to attain manual skills (form 3) from the Department of Health under Cap. 340 section 8. 

References 

Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. 8th edition. Washington (DC): National 

Academies Press (US); 2011 

The Hong Kong Code of Practice for Care and Use of Animals for Experimental Purposes, 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, Dec 2004 

 

Appendix 

1. Form PA-1 - Personnel Amendment Cover Page for Approved AEEC Protocol 

2. Form PA-2 - Personnel Amendment Supplement Page for Approved AEEC Protocol 
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